
 

 

 

 

New Release 

November 2010             For Immediate Release 

 

THE OFFICE OF THE UAE PAVILION LAUNCHES THE VENICE INTERNSHIP FOR THE 54TH 

VENICE BIENNALE 2011 

Abu Dhabi, United Arab Emirates, November 1, 2010 – A specialized internship program 

is being launched to recruit Emiratis and long term residents of the UAE to manage the 

UAE’s national pavilion at the Venice Biennale from 31 May to 27 November 2011.  

Interns will have the opportunity to work alongside distinguished curator Vasif Kortun 

and the team of the UAE Pavilion office in Dubai in the lead-up to the Biennale. A select 

group will then go on to Venice to serve in the national pavilion as Exhibition Managers 

while engaging in a comprehensive art educational program based on the 

extraordinary art and cultural institutions in Venice and the temporary exhibitions of the 

Biennale.  

The principle objective of the Venice Internship is to groom the next generation of UAE 

arts practitioners and managers with the skills needed to take national cultural initiatives 

to the forefront of the global art scene.  

“The Venice Internship will allow interns a unique opportunity and unrivaled experience 

in the making and caring for an international exhibition.” Vasif Kortun, Curator of the 

UAE Pavilion at the Venice Biennale, 2011.  

 

Venice Internship will formally debut at Abu Dhabi Art from the 4th to the 7th of 

November. An information booth will set up whereby interested parties may engage 



with staff and volunteers to find out more about the opportunity for Emiratis to spend up 

to 5 weeks each in Venice from May to December 2011. 

On the back of the success of the UAE Pavilion Volunteer Program in 2009, which saw 

almost 50 volunteers sent to Venice in partnership with Takatof and Emirates Airline, the 

program for 2011 will see a more select number of candidates deployed with an 

increased focus on specialization in contemporary arts training.  

“Students, practitioners of the arts and anyone interested in the UAE’s art and 

architectural scene is welcome to apply. The Venice Internship is designed to 

demonstrate to parents, teachers and the public that art is a serious career vocation.” 

Dr. Lamees Hamdan, Commissioner of the UAE Pavilion at the Venice Biennale.  

 

Takatof will provide support to the Venice Internship. Takatof is a voluntary 

nationwide social program, developed by the Emirates Foundation to create a culture 

of volunteering throughout the UAE.  

 

Initiated and supported by His Excellency Abdul Rahman Mohammed Al Owais, UAE 

Minister of Culture, Youth and Community Development, the UAE Pavilion is being 

developed and presented for the second time under the leadership of its 

Commissioner, Dr. Lamees Hamdan, a member of the Board of Directors of the Dubai 

Culture and Arts Authority. Serving as curator for the UAE Pavilion is Vasif Kortun, writer, 

curator and teacher in the field of contemporary visual art.  

 

The UAE’s second national pavilion at the 54th Venice Biennale is initiated by the Ministry 

of Culture, Youth and Community Development, and is supported by the Emirates 

Foundation, Abu Dhabi Authority for Culture & Heritage and TDIC. 

 

//ENDS  

 

 

 

 



Media Contacts:  

UAE Media Requests  

 

Pallavi Chaudhary  

Office Manager  

UAE Pavilion Office for the Venice Biennale  

Mobile: +971 50 482 9926  

Email: info@uaepavilion.org  

 

Claudia Cellini  

Coordinating Director  

UAE Pavilion Office for the Venice Biennale  

Mobile: +971 50 482 9978  

Email: press@uaepavilion.org  

 

NOTES TO EDITORS:  

1.) UAE Pavilion at the Venice Biennale Universally recognized as the world’s most prestigious 

contemporary art event, the Venice Biennale will present its 54th International Art Exhibition from 

June through November 2011.  

2.) Ministry of Culture, Youth & Community Development The Ministry of Culture, Youth and 

Community Development was launched in 2006 to highlight the UAE's fast-growing community 

and thriving youths while not losing sight of its heritage and cultural scene. (Previously cultural 

activities fell under the 2006-dissolved Ministry of Information and Culture).  

 

The Ministry aims to revive the UAE's heritage by inspiring and encouraging the creative talents 

abundant among the youths of today. It is responsible for promoting and investing in the 

energies of young people, inspiring them and adding to their artistic abilities. In doing so, the 

Ministry has raised much awareness towards the community's cultural practices and in turn, has 

promoted innovation and enrichment of cultural communication. It is constantly working at 

creating an integral framework for providing detailed information regarding the country's 

culture, youth and community development. In addition, the Ministry also organises ongoing 

activities and develops mechanisms to secure the necessary support required to achieve its 

goals. 


